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Students will take pleasure in sharing these comics and graphic 

novels, and they will want to create more. 
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Go Graphic 
CREATE YOUR O W N COMICS 

H e a t h e r M o o r e f i e l d - L a n g | hmlarig@vt.edu 

Th e a r t we as r e a d e r s k n o w 

as c o m i c s h a v e b e e n i n 

e x i s t e n c e s i n c e t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , a r o u n d t h e s a m e t i m e 

as t h e e a r l i e s t f i l m s a n d m o t i o n 

p i c t u r e s b e g a n a t t r a c t i n g a t t e n t i o n 

( M e s k i n 2 0 I l ) . C o m i c s h a v e 

c o n t i n u e d t o g r o w i n p o p u l a r i t y 

w i t h a u d i e n c e s b o t h y o u n g a n d 

o l d . G r a p h i c n o v e l s a n d c o m i c s a r e 

a w o n d e r f u l m i x o f p i c t u r e s a n d 

w o r d s f o r s t u d e n t s w h o a r e v i s u a l l y 

o r i e n t e d . L i b r a r i a n s h a v e b e e n 

c o l l e c t i n g g r a p h i c n o v e l s f o r t h e i r 

c o l l e c t i o n s i n r e c e n t y e a r s b e c a u s e 

t h e y r e c o g n i z e t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 

b o o k s t h a t r e l y o n s e q u e n t i a l a r t 

( C r i l l e y 2 0 0 9 ) . C o m i c s a n d g r a p h i c 

n o v e l s a r e n o w u s e d as a m e a n s f o r 

d e l i v e r i n g e n t e r t a i n m e n t , s o c i a l 

a n d p o l i t i c a l c o m m e n t a r y , a n d 

i n s t r u c t i o n . S c h o o l l i b r a r i a n s a n d 

o t h e r e d u c a t o r s k n o w t h a t g r a p h i c 

n o v e l s a n d c o m i c s c a n b e w o n d e r f u l 

t o o l s t o m o t i v a t e r e l u c t a n t r e a d e r s , 

e n g a g e m u l t i p l e l i t e r a c i e s , a n d d r a w 

i n a l l t y p e s o f l e a r n e r s ( G a v i g a n 

2 0 I 2 ) . T h e s e a r e a l s o t o o l s t h a t 

c a n a t t r a c t s t u d e n t s t o t h e ac t o f 

w r i t i n g . I n t h i s a r t i c l e , o n l i n e t o o l s 

f o r c r e a t i n g c o m i c s a n d g r a p h i c 

n o v e l s w i l l b e d i s c u s s e d , a l o n g w i t h 

h o w t h e s e t o o l s c a n b e u s e d i n t h e 

c l a s s r o o m a n d s c h o o l l i b r a r y . 

Sites to C o n s i d e r 

Comic Master 
< w w w . c o m i c m a s t e r . o r g . u k > 

R e c e n t l y i n c l u d e d i n t h e A A S L 

l i s t o f B e s t W e b s i t e s f o r T e a c h i n g 

a n d L e a r n i n g , C o m i c M a s t e r is 

a n o n l i n e t o o l i n t e n d e d f o r u p p e r 

e l e m e n t a r y a n d m i d d l e s c h o o l 

s t u d e n t s w h o w a n t t o c r e a t e t h e i r 

o w n s h o r t g r a p h i c n o v e l s . U s e r s c a n 

a d d b a c k g r o u n d s , c r e a t e c h a r a c t e r s , 

a n d a d d d i a l o g u e , s p e c i a l e f f e c t s , 

a n d m o r e . S u p p o r t e d by R e a d i n g 

f o r L i f e a n d N a t i o n a l S c h o o l 

P a r t n e r s h i p , t h i s is a n i n t e r a c t i v e 

s i t e w h e r e s t u d e n t s c a n w r i t e c o m i c s , 

s h a r e t h e i r w o r k , a n d r e a d t h e 

w o r k o f t h e i r p e e r s . ( G r a d e s 5 — 8 ) 

Strip Generator 

< h t t p : / / s t r i p g e n e r a t o r . c o m / 

s t r i p / c r e a t e > 

S t r i p G e n e r a t o r is o n e o f t h e 

e a s i e s t c o m i c - s t r i p - c r e a t i o n t o o l s 

t o u s e . T h e c o m i c s t r i p t e m p l a t e is 

p r o v i d e d i m m e d i a t e l y — n o s i g n u p 
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"These sites and tools 

help students create 

characters, dialogue, 

locations, and situations, 

and aid students in the 

practice of storytelling." 
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o r l o g i n . S t u d e n t s c a n t h e n u s e t h e 

i n t u i t i v e i n t e r f a c e ( s e e F i g u r e i ) t o 

c r e a t e t h e i r o w n c o m i c - s t r i p s t o r i e s , 

c o m p l e t e w i t h c h a r a c t e r s a n d 

t e x t , a n d h a v e t h e o p t i o n t o a d d 

m o r e f r a m e s . I f s t u d e n t s l i k e 

t h e i r s t r i p s o n c e t h e y h a v e b e e n 

c o m p l e t e d , y o u n g a u t h o r s c a n s i g n 

i n o r c r e a t e a l o g i n a n d save t h e 

c r e a t i o n as t h e i r o w n . ( G r a d e s 7) 

Make Beliefs Comix 

<www. m a k e b e l i e f s c o m i x . c o m / C o m i x > 

M a k e B e l i e f s C o m i x is a n o t h e r s t r i p -

b a s e d c o m i c c r e a t o r . S t u d e n t s t i t l e 

t h e i r c o m i c s a n d e n t e r t h e i r n a m e s 

o r i n i t i a l s t o g e t s t a r t e d . U s e r s c a n 

s c r o l l t h r o u g h a h o s t o f d i f f e r e n t 

c h a r a c t e r s a n d w r i t e d i a l o g u e o r 

t h o u g h t b a l l o o n s . M a k e B e l i e f s 

m a k e s i t r e a l l y e a s y f o r u s e r s t o a d d 

p r o p s , c o l o r , a n d n e w s c e n e b l o c k s 

t o t h e c o m i c s t r i p . T h i s is a v e r y 

i n t u i t i v e s i t e ( s e e F i g u r e 2 ) t h a t 

s t u d e n t s w i l l e n j o y u s i n g . W h e n 

t h e c o m i c s h a v e b e e n c o m p l e t e d , 

t e a c h e r s a n d s c h o o l l i b r a r i a n s 

c a n p r i n t o r e - m a i l f i n a l p i e c e s 

t o s h a r e i n c l a s s . T h e c o m i c s c a n 

b e l o a d e d i n t o p r e s e n t a t i o n s o r 

p r i n t e d t o b e s h a r e d as p a r t o f a 

c l a s s b u l l e t i n b o a r d . ( G r a d e s 4 — 7 ) 

Professor Garfield's Comics Lab 

< w w w . p r o f e s s o r g a r f i e l d . o r g / 

p g f _ c o m i c s _ l a b . h t m l > 

C o m p l e t e w i t h s o u n d e f f e c t s , 

P r o f e s s o r G a r f i e l d o f f e r s m a n y 

d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f a c t i v i t i e s , o n e 

o f w h i c h is C o m i c s L a b . A n o t h e r 

c o m i c - s t r i p c r e a t o r , t h i s s i t e f o c u s e s 

so l e ly o n c r e a t i n g c o m i c s t h a t 

f e a t u r e P r o f e s s o r G a r f i e l d a n d h i s 

f r i e n d s . S t u d e n t s c l i c k o n a b o x i n 

t h e c o m i c s t r i p , c h o o s e c h a r a c t e r s , 

p r o p s , b a c k g r o u n d s , a n d d i a l o g u e 

b a l l o o n s . W h e n f i n i s h e d , u s e r s 

c a n p r i n t a n d save . O n e o f t h e 

o p t i o n s is t o save as a J P G o r P N G 

f o r e m b e d d i n g i n p r e s e n t a t i o n s o r 

d o c u m e n t s . P r o f e s s o r G a r f i e l d ' s 

C o m i c s L a b c o m e s c o m p l e t e 

w i t h v i d e o s a n d l e s s o n s f o r 

i n s t r u c t i o n a n d s i t e i n t e g r a t i o n 

f o r e d u c a t o r s . ( G r a d e s 2—4) 

Pixton 

< w w w . p i x t o n . c o m / c r e a t e > 

P i x t o n is a c o m i c - a n d g r a p h i c -

n o v e l - c r e a t i o n s i t e . T h i s w e b s i t e 

a l l o w s u s e r s t o c r e a t e t h e i r c o m i c s 

w i t h a d r a g - a n d - d r o p i n t e r f a c e . 

T h e d e f i n i t e d r a w t o t h i s s i t e is t h e 

v e r s a t i l i t y . S t u d e n t s c a n c r e a t e a 

o n e - r o w t r a d i t i o n a l s t r i p c o m i c , o r 

t h e y c a n m o v e t o t h e m o r e a d v a n c e d 

m a n g a v e r t i c a l s t y l e . T h e y h a v e t h e 

o p t i o n t o d o a f r e e s t y l e c o m i c f o r 

w h i c h t h e r e a r e n o r u l e s , o r t h e y 

c a n m o v e t o t h e c o m i c b o o k / g r a p h i c 

n o v e l . T h i s s i t e h a s a m u l t i t u d e 

o f o p t i o n s . T h e w o r k o f f e l l o w -

a r t i s t s is a l s o s h a r e d o n P i x t o n , so 

n o t o n l y a r e s t u d e n t s c r e a t i n g , b u t 

t h e y a r e a l s o a b l e t o r e a d a n d g a i n 

i d e a s f r o m t h e w o r k o f o t h e r s . T h i s 

s i t e d o e s r e q u i r e a n e - m a i l s i g n i n 

f o r i n d i v i d u a l u s e r s . A f e e - b a s e d 

o p t i o n a l l o w s e d u c a t o r s t o se t u p 

a n a c c o u n t f o r f i f t y s t u d e n t s i n 

a g r o u p . A t h i r t y - d a y f r e e t r i a l 

is a v a i l a b l e . ( G r a d e s J — i o ) 

U s i n g T h e s e Sites i n Y o u r 
C l a s s r o o m a n d L i b r a r y 

C r e a t i n g t h e i r o w n c o m i c s a n d 

g r a p h i c n o v e l s s h o w s s t u d e n t s t h a t 

w r i t i n g is n o t b o r i n g ( C r i l l e y 2 0 0 9 ) . 

E a c h o f t h e s i t e s l i s t e d i n t h i s a r t i c l e 

t a k e s u s e r s s t e p - b y - s t e p t h r o u g h 

t h e p r o c e s s o f c r e a t i n g a s t o r y w i t h a 

b e g i n n i n g , m i d d l e , a n d e n d . T h e s e 

s i t e s a n d t o o l s h e l p s t u d e n t s c r e a t e 

c h a r a c t e r s , d i a l o g u e , l o c a t i o n s , a n d 

s i t u a t i o n s , a n d a i d s t u d e n t s i n t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f s t o r y t e l l i n g . T h a t is 

w h a t c o m i c s c a n d o ; t h e y c a n s h o w 

y o u n g p e o p l e h o w a s t o r y c a n b e t o l d 

( L a m b a n d j o h n s o n 2 O O 9 ) . H a v i n g 

s t u d e n t s p r o d u c e i n t h e s e m e d i a 

n o t o n l y a l l o w s t h e m t o e x p l o r e t h e 

d e p t h s o f t h e i r s t o r y t e l l i n g s k i l l s a n d 

c r e a t i v i t y ; t h e s e a s s i g n m e n t s a l s o l e t 

s t u d e n t s r e a d t h e c r e a t i o n s o f t h e i r 

p e e r s . I t ' s i n c r e d i b l y a f f i r m i n g t o 

h a v e a f e l l o w - s t u d e n t r e a d a n d e n j o y 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t a s t u d e n t h a s w r i t t e n . 

S t u d e n t s w i l l t a k e p l e a s u r e i n s h a r i n g 

t h e s e c o m i c s a n d g r a p h i c n o v e l s , 

a n d t h e y w i l l w a n t t o c r e a t e m o r e . 
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Volume 41,. No. 3 | january/februofy; 201 3 73 

18. 

I S i . H U i 1 1 1 , * i & S W d . 

http://www.professorgarfield.org/%e2%80%a8pgf_comics_lab.html
http://www.professorgarfield.org/%e2%80%a8pgf_comics_lab.html
http://www.pixton.com/create


HERE ARE A FEW IDEAS: 

1. W h e n do ing a report about 

a person or family member, 

have students d o the research 

or investigation, gather the 

materials, and report their 

research in a sequential-art form 

(Lamb and Johnson 2009 ) . 

2 . Have current students introduce 

the school to new students 

through a graphic handbook 

that includes all the rules, as wel l 

as adv ice from older students. 

3. Encourage students to create 

their own "comic-strip story of 

me." This could be a strip tel l ing 

about a great day in each 

student's life, or a great day 

from the current school year, or 

a d a y they wou ld like to have, 

etc. Then have a wal l of comic 

strips where students can share. 

4 . W o r k on instructional comics that 

show how something should be 

done. Have students instruct others 

in a step-by-step, beginning, middle, 

and end method of how a process 

should be completed. Any type 

of instruction wi l l work . Howtoons 

<www.howtoons .com> is a great 

example of this type of comic. 

G o i n g P r o f e s s i o n a l 

U s i n g t h e s e s i t e s , a n d i n c o r p o r a t i n g 

t h e w r i t i n g a n d r e a d i n g o f c o m i c s 

a n d g r a p h i c n o v e l s i n t h e s c h o o l 

l i b r a r y a n d c l a s s r o o m s is g o i n g t o 

g e n e r a t e i n t e r e s t . Y o u w i l l d i s c o v e r 

t a l e n t e d w r i t e r s a n d g i f t e d a r t i s t s 

i n y o u r s c h o o l ! G r o u p p r o j e c t s a n d 

p a r t n e r s h i p s a r e a lways a g o o d i d e a . 

T h e s e a s s i g n m e n t s m i g h t i n s p i r e 

y o u n g a r t i s t s a n d w r i t e r s t o e n t e r 

t h e f i e l d o f c o m i c - b o o k a n d g r a p h i c -

n o v e l w r i t i n g a n d i l l u s t r a t i o n . W h e n 

y o u h e a r s t u d e n t s t a l k a b o u t t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f p u r s u i n g t h e s e c a r e e r s , 

y o u c a n p a s s a l o n g s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n 

f r o m a p r o f e s s i o n a l i n t h e f i e l d . 

J . T o r r e s ( s ee F i g u r e 4 ) h a s b e e n 

w r i t i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l l y i n t h e 

c o m i c s i n d u s t r y f o r t e n y e a r s , a n d 

b e f o r e t h a t h e w r o t e f o r at l e a s t 

f i v e y e a r s w h i l e h o l d i n g d o w n 

" d a y j o b s . " W h e n a s k e d i f h e h a d 

a n y w o r d s o f w i s d o m f o r s t u d e n t s 

t h i n k i n g a b o u t b e c o m i n g c o m i c 

o r g r a p h i c - n o v e l w r i t e r s J . h a d 

t h i s t o say, " T h e b e s t a d v i c e I 

c a n g i v e is t o k e e p w r i t i n g , k e e p 

d r a w i n g , a n d k e e p r e a d i n g c o m i c s . 

W e l e a r n t h r o u g h p r a c t i c e a n d 

by o b s e r v i n g o t h e r s . I t ' s t h e b e s t 

way t o g e t b e t t e r at s o m e t h i n g , 

p i c k u p o n w h a t ' s g o o d a n d e v e n 

w h a t n o t t o d o , a n d a l l t h e w h i l e 

e n j o y w h a t y o u ' r e d o i n g " ( 2 0 1 2 ) . 

Figure 4• Author 
J. Torres with one of 
his graphic novels. 

J . h a s w r i t t e n i n v a r i o u s g e n r e s 

r a n g i n g f r o m s l i c e - o f - l i f e a n d 

c o m e d y l i k e t h e J i n x s e r i e s f o r 

A r c h i e C o m i c s t o s u p e r h e r o e s 

l i k e t h e T e e n T i t a n s G o s e r i e s f o r 

D C C o m i c s , o r a c o m b i n a t i o n 

o f t h e t w o l i k e t h e P o w e r L u n c h 

s e r i e s f o r O n i P r e s s , as w e l l as 

a d v e n t u r e a n d f a n t a s y l i k e t h e 

A l i s o n D a r e s e r i e s a n d A v a t a r t h e 

L a s t A i r b e n d e r c o m i c s , h o r r o r 

o r s u s p e n s e l i k e Lola: A Ghost Story, 

a n d e v e n f u n n y a n i m a l s a n d f a b l e s 

l i k e t h e w e b - c o m i c Funnies Farm o r 

t h e n e w d i g i t a l - c o m i c Aesop's Ark. 

W h e n a s k e d w h a t i n s p i r e d h i m 

t o w r i t e f o r t h i s g e n r e J . s t a t e d , 

" I ' v e b e e n r e a d i n g c o m i c s f o r as 

l o n g as I c a n r e m e m b e r . T h e y 

e n t e r t a i n e d m e a n d i n s p i r e d m e 

as a c h i l d . I g u e s s I s i m p l y w a n t e d 

t o e n t e r t a i n a n d i n s p i r e o t h e r 

p e o p l e i n t h e s a m e w a y " ( 2 0 1 2 ) . 

O u t o f t h e s e l e c t i o n o f s i t e s l i s t e d 

i n t h i s a r t i c l e , J . h a s u s e d o n l y 

S t r i p G e n e r a t o r t h u s f a r . H e 

t h i n k s i t ' s g r e a t f o r s o m e o n e l i k e 

h i m w h o c a n ' t d r a w a l l t h a t w e l l . 

H e r e c o m m e n d s t h a t e v e n i f y o u ' r e 

a g o o d a r t i s t , as l o n g as y o u k n o w 

y o u r way a r o u n d t h e f e a t u r e s 

a n d f u n c t i o n s , y o u c a n c r e a t e 

s o m e t e r r i f i c - l o o k i n g c o m i c s . I t ' s 

easy a n d f u n a n d v e r y u s e f u l . 

D e v e l o p i n g S k i l l s 

W h i l e H a v i n g F u n 

A s l i b r a r i a n s a n d e d u c a t o r s we 

a r e a lways l o o k i n g f o r n e w ways 

t o i n t r o d u c e r e a d i n g a n d w r i t i n g 

t o o u r s t u d e n t s . C r e a t i n g t h e i r 

o w n c o m i c s a n d g r a p h i c n o v e l s 

l e t s s t u d e n t s t e l l a n d s h a r e t h e i r 

o w n s t o r i e s i n a h i g h l y v i s u a l a n d 

e x c i t i n g way. W h e t h e r i t ' s w i t h 

p a p e r a n d p e n c i l o r w i t h o n e 

o f t h e s e e x c i t i n g W e b 2 . 0 t o o l s , 

s t u d e n t s w i l l e n j o y s h a r i n g t h e i r 

s t o r i e s t h r o u g h a g r a p h i c m e d i u m . 

H e a t h e r M o o r e f i e l d - L a n g is the 

education and applied social sciences librarian 

at Virginia Tech. She is the former chair of 

the AASL Best Websites for Teaching and 

Learning Committee and now serves on the 

AASL Research and Statistics Committee. 

Her research focuses on technology in 

libraries and arts in libraries. To read 

more about her work, see her website at 

<www.actinginthelibrary.com> or follow her 

on Twitter: @actinginthelib. 
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